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ABDUCTED GIRLS
Q. You have called attention to the fact that girls
who are forcibly abducted have not erred and that society
would be wrong in penalizing them. In further exposition
of your views, would you tell us, if any ceremony, pur-
porting to be one of marriage forced on unwilling victims
of such outrages, should be considered binding in any way,
against the will of the girls concerned ? Is it not right
that both society and the family should be broad-minded
enough to receive them back ? In the case of unmarried
girls, abducted or forced to undergo such mock ceremonies
of marriage, should not a special effort be made by society
not only to reclaim them, but to help them to contract
marriage in the normal manner and thus be completely
vindicated and restored to the fold ?
A. You are right. All you say follows from my re-
marks referred to by you. I have no doubt that girls
forcibly abducted have committed no crime, nor incurred
any odium. They deserve the pity and active help of every
right-minded man. Such girls should be received back in
their homes with open arms and affection and should have
no difficulty in being suitably matched.
New Delhi, 24~10-'46
Harijan, 3-ll-'46
Gandhiji referred to some letters that had hurt him
deeply. Several women had been abducted in Pakistan
atid some of them had been cruelly molested and dis-
honoured. Their upbringing was such that those rescued
women felt ashamed, and society also, looked down upon
them. To do so was cruel. While it was true that no one
could touch a woman who had the purity and the tejas
of Sita, it was hard to find a Sita in this age. At any rate,
every woman could not rise to those heights. A woman
,who was forcibly molested had nothing to be ashamed of.
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